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)cmetM. Ott 
there is a place in the old forest 
where day is felt more than seen 
moist air is heavy and cool 
knee-deep ferns spread inverted green whorls upward 
catching moisture on their surfaces 
thick mosses cover fallen trees 
and creep greenly over stones 
on their way to the forest floor 
standing apart in the dusky quiet 
is a flower where no others grow 
the unblemished trillium. so white it lights the space 
three simple petals with softly fluted edges 
spread out from a deep yellow eye 
walk softly and leave no sign of your passing 

if you should see a trillium 

standing silent in the wood 
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